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Umbilical Cord: Long flexibl^oord that allows a fetus to be 
nourished as it grows and develops within the uterus, or womb. 

On one end, the cord attaches to the abdominal area of the fetus. 

On the other end, th^pSrd attaches to the placenta. It is in the 
placenta that the blood vessels of the mother and fetus exchange 
contents from each other's circulatory systems. The umbilical cord 
contains two large arteries, which deliver oxygen and nutrients to 
the fetus from the placenta and one large vein, which carries 
carbon dioxide and other wastes from the fetus to the placenta. 
Transferred to the bloodstream, most of these wastes are soon 
eliminated through the mother’s excretory system. 

(Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia 2005 © 1993-2004 Microsoft Corporation) 
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